DESI EXPRESS
NEWS & VIEWS
www.desiexpressonline.com

CANADIAN SOUTH ASIAN HERITAGE
Thursday, November 6, 2014

Tel: 905-488-4797; Price: $1

Smart buildings in smart cities, way of future: IITAC panel
By A Staff Reporter
With the cost of renewable solar and wind energy
plunging, unnoticed, in recent years, and energy storage technologies concurrently improving, cities of
the future will increasingly
resort to green energy.
Again, new buildings
could be fully carbonneutral by 2030, invitees
to Building Smart Cities,
an event hosted jointly by

IIT Alumni Canada and
Brampton Economic Development
Department,
heard recently.
“More and more cities
are trying to pursue the path
to smart architecture and
engineering to build smart
buildings in smart cities,”
IIT alumnus and celebrated
Canadian architect Ranjit
Dhar said.
“The need for sustainability is what is driving the

Series of
break and
enters in
Brampton

Canada opening doors to more
immigrants with Express Entry

By A Staff Reporter
Peel Regional Police is reminding residents to keep
windows and doors closed
and securely locked after a
series of residential break
and enters in Brampton.
Police are investigating
a series of break and enters
that have occurred in an
area bounded by Bovaird
Drive to the north, Vodden
Street to the south, Main
Street to the west and Highway 410 to the east.
Entry has been gained
through insecure windows
and garage doors. Once
inside, jewelry, electronics
and other personal property
has been stolen.

INSIDE

Ontarians urged to
get flu shots..........3
God out, Harper in –
all for few photos...4
Bramgate VW breaks
new ground...........7
World This Week...11
Fiction.................16
Classifieds...........17
Last Word............20

By A Staff Reporter
Canada is planning to welcome between 260,000
and 285,000 new permanent residents in 2015, an
increase of approximately
19,000 planned admissions
over last year.
These higher levels respond to the government’s
strategy of supporting economic growth by addressing labour and skills shortages, as well as helping to
ensure labour force growth,
Citizenship and Immigration Minister Chris Alexander announced last week.
The economic category
will account for the largest
segment of the 2015 levels
plan, at almost 65 per cent
of overall admissions, numbering 181,300 individuals,
he said.
The remaining 35 per
cent numbering 68,000 people will consist of family
class immigrants, refugees
and others admitted under
humanitarian programs.
Alexander also noted

move toward smart buildings. Sustainability for
safety, health, accessibility,
fire protection,” he added.
While being at its core,
smart buildings would obviously have to reside in
smart cities, which would
embody more aspects,
such as transport, energy
networks, urban planning,
waste management, etc, the
invitees heard.
Continued on Page 2

Air India in
code-share
deal with
Air Canada

By A Staff Reporter
Air India has signed a codesharing agreement with Air
Canada, a Star Alliance
member.
This is Air India’s first
such pact with a member of
the 27-member global airline alliance, after it joined
the group in June.
The code-sharing pact
covers Air India’s domestic flights and Air Canada
flights to Canada from London, Paris, Hong Kong and
Shanghai.
Code-sharing
agreements allow one airline to
sell seats on another’s network and increase revenue.
Air India also has codesharing agreements with 13
other airlines.

Citizenship and Immigration Minister Chris Alexander and Senator Tobias C. Enverga Jr announcing
Canada’s annual immigration plan for 2015 will include the highest planned level of admissions in
recent history.
Canada next year moves to
a new Express Entry model
of admitting newcomers.

Book fair focus on S. Asian lit
By A Staff Reporter
Toronto International Book
Fair is set to feature a series
of literary events with a
South Asian theme.
The book fair, which runs
Nov 13-16 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre, will
feature a number of authors
from India, said spokesperson

Ranjit Dhar (centre)
and Don Alarie
(right) addressing
IIT alumni and
other invitees at
an event jointly
hosted recently by
IITAC along with
the Brampton
Economic
Development
Department.
At left is S. Banerjee
of IITAC.

Meenakshi Alimchandani.
The organizers have also partnered up with India’s noted
Zee Jaipur Literature Festival.
The event will feature
South Asian-Canadian authors Anirudh Bhattacharyya,
Jasmine D’Costa, Anosh
Irani and Manjushree Thapa;
visit torontobookfair.ca.

“Our immigration plan
for 2015 strengthens our
government’s focus on

long-term economic growth
for all Canadians,” he said.
Continued on Page 5
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